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I hope everyone enjoyed a very relaxing and fun fall break.  It is hard to believe we are 
already in the fall season.  I am looking forward to the cooler weather and all of the fun 
activities we have planned for our students and their families! 

As you know, our school was selected as one of nine schools in Henry County to begin 
the work of building a personalized learning environment for our students.  We have 
been hard at work researching and experimenting with implementing personalized 
learning in several of our classrooms.  Our first and fourth grade teachers are delving 
into conferencing with students on a deeper level.  During the conferences, teachers 
and students review student progress and co-create new student learning goals.  The 
students are loving the specific feedback they are receiving and the one on one time 
with their teachers!  We have also been surveying our students, staff, and parents to 
obtain feedback.  I know it seems like every other week I am sending out a message 
about another survey, but your opinions do matter and help shape our direction.   

Our first Parent Advisory Team meeting was held on September 15th.  We had a small 
turnout, but we were able to share the progress of our school in the research and 
development phase of our personalized learning work.  Future meetings will be held on 
October 20th, November 17th, December 15th, January 19th, February 23rd, March 15th, 
April 19th, and May 17th at 2:30 p.m. or 6:00 p.m. in the UGE Media Center. The 
meetings are open to all UGE parents and guardians. 

We are also meeting monthly with our Student Ambassadors.  They have provided us 
with invaluable input in terms of the student experience at UGE.  I am impressed with 
the level of involvement and insight of these students! 

The next phase of our process is to continue our research and the implementation and 
progress monitoring of our personalized learning pilots.  We are also preparing to 
present our strategic plan to a district team in November.  We are hopeful that the 
district team will validate our work and provide us with additional funding to broaden 
our work in personalized learning in order to better meet student needs! 

Again, we value your input!  I hope you will make plans now to join us at our next 
Parent Advisory Team meeting on October 20, 2015.  If you have any questions, do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

 

Anne Wilson 

Principal 

Principal’s Corner 
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Happy fall from Kindergarten! We have been so busy since the first of the year. In 
language arts, we are working on phonemic awareness, mostly rhyming and beginning 
sounds. In math, we are working on learning 2D shapes and 3D shapes and the 
differences between the two. In science, we were learning about the life cycle of 
apples. We ended this unit with our Kindergarten Apple Tasting. The students loved 
tasting different apple products. Thanks to all the parents who donated food.  After the 
fall break, kindergarten will start a unit on the zoo where we learn the difference 
between living and nonliving things. We are looking forward to our field trip to the zoo 
on October 9th to look at living things. Please make sure your child’s permission slip 
and money is turned in by October 2nd. 

The kindergarten teachers hope all the kindergarten parents will come to the Fall 
Festival on October 2nd to support our school. It will be from 5-8 p.m. Trunk or Treat 
will start at 7:30 p.m. Please look for letters coming home asking parents to donate 
candy for Trunk or Treat, baked goods for the Cake Walk and to volunteer a time to 
work.  Thank you parents for all your help in making this a fun experience for our 
students. 

First Grade is off to a great start! 

We developed our collaboration skills in our first unit with project-based learning and 
are looking forward to more inquiry with our Weather Watchers unit. 

We will be conferencing with all students during the month of October to inform you 
of their progress.  Please look for upcoming conference notices in your child’s folder or 
through e-mail. 

Please send a light jacket with your child as the weather changes and remind them to 
wear appropriate shoes for safety during activities. 

Thanks for all you do to support your child’s learning! 

First Grade Team 
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Fall is in the air!  With the cooler temperatures, many students have begun to wear 
jackets to school.  Please write your child's name in his/her jacket.  We are in the 
middle of our Georgia Regions PBL.  Students have the task of becoming a travel 
agent to persuade tourists to visit one of the five regions of Georgia.  Ask your child 
about what they have learned about the regions so far.  In math, we are beginning a 
new unit that is based on becoming fluent with addition and subtraction facts to 100.  It 
is very important that your child is able to use the following strategies during this 
unit:  making a ten, doubles, and using friendly tens.  We have started using First in 
Math online program.  Your child should have a user name and password to use to play 
at home.  Many of the games on First in Math will help students to use the strategies 
mentioned above.   Second grade classes will be ordering class shirts.  All order forms 
are due on October 9th.  We will wear these shirts for special events such as field day 
and field trips. 

Third graders are very busy!  We are incorporating reading skills with social studies 
standards in our unit as we continue learning about Paul Revere. We are also looking at 
text features using a variety of texts.   

In math, students will be learning how to fluently add and subtract numbers within 
1000 using strategies, place value, and properties of operations.  Please continue 
working with your child on rounding numbers.   

Also, we are working on our PBL projects in classes for the unit on Georgia 
Habitats.  We will attend our first field trip on Tuesday, Sept. 29th.  We will visit the 
Cubihatcha Outdoor Educational Center to take a closer look at animals and their 
habitats.   
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Hope you have heard all the buzzing about bees!  We are so proud of the hard work our 
students put forth in researching and designing a blueprint for our existing bee 
colony.   We saw some very well thought-out plans and presentations.  Your child may 
have told you that we recently had a swarm of bees, but a local beekeeper was able to 
assist us in rescuing our bees.  There are pictures on our school Facebook page. 

We are looking forward to our field trip to the CNN Center on October 21st.  Hope that 
many of you will be able to join our classes.  We are very excited to see, firsthand, the 
many roles and responsibilities needed to pull off the production of news. 

Fourth Grade is using www.frontrowed.com as a resource in math.  Please have your 
child log in daily to practice facts and base ten skills.  We will add more skills 
throughout the year.  

We are deep into the curriculum and moving right along.  Students recently took the 
initial Write Score assessment to help guide instruction and learning targets in 
writing.  We are working on our narrative writing and creating working summaries.  As 
we move into October, we will begin focusing on informational writing.  In science, we 
are still working on matter with physical and chemical changes.  We will be wrapping 
up this unit and moving into Earth science in October.  In social studies, we are 
finishing up units on the Civil War and Reconstruction.  In October, we will be 
beginning our first PBL unit: Camp Skeeter!  It’s going to be a great unit!  Students are 
working diligently in math using the blended-learning model.  Many students have 
progressed at their own rate and taking ownership of their learning.  They are doing 
well with the model and are able to understand their progress.  We are actively 
collecting Wahsega payments and we are moving forward with the field trip. There will 
be more information to come. 



 

 Page 5 September 2015 Unity Grove Elementary School Newsletter 

 

UGE NEEDS 

YOU! 

We need donations of CANDY and BAKED 

GOODS for the Fall Festival.  These donations 

will be used as game prizes, for Trunk or Treat, 

and for the Cake Walk.  Please send in candy 

donations by September 30th.  The grade level 

that collects the most candy will receive a special 

treat.  Please send baked goods to the office on 

Thursday, October 1st.   THANK YOU! 
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Infinite Campus Portal 
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Yearbooks on Sale! 

http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1314825/Unity-Grove-Elementary-School/2016-Yearbook/2015090404262873061/CATALOG_SHOP/;jsessionid=7EA55A3E238D04079BB7B50D1C439DEF
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Back in February, President Obama announced a new initiative called Every Kid 
in a Park and you told us that you wanted to learn more. 
 
Today, we're excited to follow-up and give you the inside scoop.  
 
As a refresher, Every Kid in a Park is geared toward introducing America's youth 
and their guests to federal public lands and waters. This national program seeks 
to connect four million fourth graders with our country's treasured places in the 
2015-16 academic year, coinciding with the National Park Service Centennial 
celebration.  
 
You can also help ensure that children of all ages have the opportunity to 
experience the gift that is a park by supporting the National Park Foundation's 
Open OutDoors for Kids program, which provides the much-needed funds to 
make national park field trips, citizen science projects, Junior Ranger activities, 
experiential learning opportunities, and more possible. Over the last three years, 
National Park Foundation transportation grants have made it possible for more 
than 200,000 students to visit their national parks.  
 
So what are you waiting for? 
 
Get your pass here today. And if you're interested in lesson plan ideas, you can 
check out the National Park Service's Parks as Classrooms page.  

https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.everykidinapark.gov%2f&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395
https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.everykidinapark.gov%2f&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395
https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.everykidinapark.gov%2f&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395
https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nationalparks.org%2fook%2fevery-kid-in-a-park&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395
https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.everykidinapark.gov%2f&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395
https://myaccount.nationalparks.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nps.gov%2fteachers%2findex.htm&srcid=91413&srctid=1&erid=75345291&trid=bb8b16d1-7484-42b5-a09e-543e9c25b395

